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Hans Jonas’ Philosophische Untersuchungen (1992) was the last book, he published. 

Its contributions represent a systematic overview of his philosophical oeuvre, especially of 

works of the last ten years. Anyway, the anthology unifies, according to Jonas, a “cross-

section of the themes of many years”. But the volume contains more than a cross-section of 

his philosophical work, finally it unifies the “three stages of [his] theoretical life” in a 

systematic way. 

The three stages include Jonas’ Philosophy of Organism (Part I), his Practical 

Philosophy (Part II) as well as his late remarks to the Philosophy of Religion (Part III). These 

three parts (Organism, Ethics and God) can be identified with the topics Matter, Spirit and 

Creation, the last contribution in Jonas’ Philosophische Untersuchungen. The systematic 

outline reminds to the classical triad, the systematical structure of Logic, Physics and 

Ethics. Moreover, Jonas points out to other reference points, because he rejects the 

logical approach and instead focuses on an existentialistic and phenomenalistic point of 

view. Therefore, he links Matter, Spirit and Creation to the topics Physics, Art and 

Metaphysics, which represent the “primeval” “outer attributes” of humans (Tool, Image and 

Grave). This relationship documents that his metaphysical program is based on 

existentialistic, thus anthropological attributes. Accordingly, the Philosophische 

Untersuchungen expresses the “original dimension of human relations to the world” in a 

metaphysical way. By showing up the systematic structure of the anthology, it gets obvious 

that Jonas’ Metaphysics is a unity, which is build upon the existentialistic insight in 

Matter, Spirit and Creaton. 


