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Abstract:

Against the philosophical imprint of phenomenology in Hans Jonas’s formational background,
stands his — at times almost dismissive — textual engagements with Edmund Husserl’s
philosophy. The former’s declared influence of Martin Heidegger’s existentialism and remarkable
level of personal gratitude aimed at Rudolf Bultmann are clearly not extended to Husserl. From
a textual standpoint, Jonas does not grant the last a decisive influence on his own thinking and
excerpts of his writings also illustrate the generally negative appreciation of Husserl’s
phenomenological program. This paper aims at identifying and relating a specific set of textually
scattered commentaries by Jonas on Husserl’s methodological method and biography. The
present assumption is that Jonas’s fragmented attacks on Husserl may benefit from the reading of
a particularly overshadowed early piece of writing: the memorial lecture Edmund Husserl and the
ontological question. In it, Jonas’s known resistance to the phenomenological method is placed
next to his recognition of its originality and the placing of Husserl as the ultimate restorer of
being’s original unitary image.
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